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of the existing duties. ' The duty now imposed,
amounting to no less than 2,000 per cent, on the
prime cost of the article, cannot but be regarded as
a most onerous impost, when it is remembered that
salt is as much a necessary of life as the air we
breathe or the water we drink. It seems, moreover,
that taxation on salt has reached that point when
it produces a most serious effect in checking consump-
tion. This is particularly the case in the poorest
parts of India, such as Madras. This was felt so
strongly by the late Lord Hobart, the able Governor
of that Presidency, that he declared that nothing
would induce him to be a consenting party to an
increase of the salt duty. At the time Lord Hobart
made that declaration, the duty levied on salt in
Madras was one rupee, thirteen annas per maund.
Within the last twelvemonth, the salt duty has been
raised in Madras and Bombay from one rupee, thirteen
annas to two rupees, eight annas. This increase of
nearly 40 per cent, in the duty, has been defended as
a part of a scheme for the equalisation of the salt
duties throughout India. If, however, the equalisa-
tion of duties is an object of so much importance as
to justify a large addition to the duty being imposed
on the people of Madras and Bombay at the very
moment when they were recovering from the ravages
of a terrible famine, it at once becomes evident that
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